MUL 2380: Jazz and Popular Music in America
Instructor: Dr. Lawrence W. Moore
Email: lmoore@mdc.edu
Website: http://www.lawrencewmoore.com
Cell: 305-804-3464

Office Hours: Office hours are by appointment. Good time slots are 4:30 – 6:30 beofre class time on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Course Materials:

· Textbook: A Concise guide to Jazz  by Mark C. Griddley Comes with a required CD set.
· Website: www.lawrencewmoore.com Here, I have a students’ page where you can get course materials, such as notes, assignments, or other things I post.  I won’t post anything on short notice, but you should always be in touch with me if you miss class, that is the time when I make major announcements.
· Lab Resources: All students of MDC have building M, room 334-336.  This is a computer lab with listening resources and all the software you could possibly need for your coursework.  This lab is at your disposal and has helpful assistants working there.  They are open Mon. – Thurs. 8am-9pm and Fri. 8am-5pm.  Resources include music listening, word processing software, internet, music theory software, music notation and sequencing software, and much more.  Check it out.
Course Objectives:
1. You will learn about new techniques in listening to music that will help you better understand what is happening in the music you listen to.  This also includes developing your vocabulary and general musical knowledge to understand instruments, ensembles, writing, and recording of music, and how this affects our listening experience and the performance of music.

2. We will be covering the historical development of jazz and related popular music genres over the course of the twentieth century.

3. We will learn about important jazz musicians, including both writers and performers who have had a significant historical impact on the development of jazz and related popular music genres.

4. You will learn about important songs and recordings over the course of the twentieth century and how these landmark works affected the development of jazz..

5. We will relate the development of jazz to social issues and the lives of significant musicians.

Grading and Policies:

Your overall grade is based on the standard percentage system in which 90%-100% = A, 80%-89% = B, 70%-79% = C, 60%-69% = D, and anything below 59% is an F.  I will describe this system on the first day of class.  If you still do not understand the system or grading in general (or you do not attend the first day of class), you are encouraged to contact me and ask me questions.  Later in the semester, questions about how grading works will be answered, but will not be subjects for debate.  Any questions or uncertainties about grading or other policies must be addressed by the student before the last day to drop classes.  Please consult the academic calendar or me for the given date for the current semester.

Breakdown of Grading:

· The different components below will affect the overall grade according to their proportions of a cumulative 100%.

· Attendance (20%) - Attendance is a required portion of the course.  In grading, the total number of attended classes will be divided by the total number of classes.  The resulting percentage will be 20% of the grade. Excused absences will count as half attendance for the class missed.  Excused absences must be emailed or called in before the class missed.  Evidence of sever emergencies can be demonstrated in order to receive excused absences afterward. Serious emergencies mean personal injury or death in the family.
· Midterm Exam 1 (20%) - (Thursday, May 17th) This exam covers material from the first third of the semester.  This testing day cannot be missed without permission from the instructor a week in advance, barring serious emergencies.  Serious emergencies mean personal injury or death in the family.
· Midterm Exam 2 (20%) - (Thursday May 31st) - This exam covers material from the second third of the semester.  This testing day cannot be missed without permission from the instructor a week in advance, barring serious emergencies.  Serious emergencies mean personal injury or death in the family.

· Final Exam (20%) - (Tuesday, June 12th) This exam covers material from the final third of the semester.  This testing day cannot be missed without permission from the instructor a week in advance, barring serious emergencies.  Serious emergencies mean personal injury or death in the family.

· Concert Attendance Papers (20%) - The first paper is due on the day of Midterm 1,  The second paper is due on the day of Midterm 2.  The third and fourth papers are due on the day of the Final. The instructions for paper writing are listed on my website.
